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Orlando's New Fantasy

Beauty and service personified at
Rosen Shingle Creek

By WILMA ANN ANDERSON

pon approaching Rosen Shingle Creek, I won-

dered if I'd just landed on Fantasy Island. This

resort and spa, which opened in September
2006, is located at the headwaters of Florida's
Everglades (not an island, technically, but you get my
point), amid 230 acres of natural beauty, tropical land-
scapes, Palladian windows, Spanish tile roofs, fountains,
high-carved arches, a stately cupola and the friendliest
of staffs.

Coming in from the outdoors, the reception area is
regal without being overdone with shimmery this-and-
that. The simple elegance of the Spanish revival design is
sure to impress. Check-in was a breeze; I quickly surmised
that I liked the “spirit” of the place.

The guestroom was gorgeous, especially the bed,
which was draped with Egyptian cotton sheets. The guest
room ceilings were painted a sky blue “to bring some of
the outside in,” says resort founder, Harris Rosen. The fur-
niture was handcrafted in China to the highest standards.
The bathrooms were tiled in earth tones, accented with
crown molding, and a curved shower rod to afford the
user more space. Amenities included fluffy robes, Shingle
Creek Spa's own signature cedar-and-lime-scented toi-
letries, and the capability to email other conference
guests via the in-room 32” flat screen TV.

With nine dining choices, including fine Italian, 24-
hour-deli and an ice creamery, there is an option for
every palate. Vegetarians can also take comfort in
knowing that the chefs are most accommodating.
Dubbed “Orlando's premier meeting destination,”
Rosen Shingle Creek lives up to its moniker, effectively
combining business and pleasure.

Rosen Shingle Creek offers over 250,000 square feet of
state-of-the-art meeting space (including a columnless
ballroom), three pools and three Jacuzzis, tennis, basket-
ball and tetherball courts, Spa and Health Club, sand vol-
leyball court, putt-putt course, fishing, canoeing, birding
and hiking and walking trails. When traveling with chil-
dren, take comfort in babysitting services under $10 per

76 JUNE/JULY 2007 | ODYSSEY COULEUR







